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September 8, 2022 

 

Governor Gavin Newsom 

1021 O Street, Suite 9000 

Sacramento, CA  95814 

 

Re: Senate Bill 1262 (Bradford) – Background Checks – REQUEST FOR SIGNATURE 

 

Dear Governor Newsom: 

 

On behalf of the California Retailers Association (CRA), I write to request your signature on Senate Bill 1262 (Bradford).  

SB 1262 will restore the status quo with regard to searches of court records and by doing so, allow new employees to 

start work as quickly as possible. 

 

The California Retailers Association is the only statewide trade association representing all segments of the retail 

industry including general merchandise, department stores, mass merchandisers, on-line marketplaces, convenience 

stores, supermarkets and grocery stores, chain drug, and specialty retail such as auto, vision, jewelry, hardware and 

home stores.  CRA works on behalf of California’s retail industry, the largest retail market in the United States. 

 

SB 1262 restores the longstanding accessibility of driver’s license numbers and dates of birth in California court 

electronic indexes.  Due to the prevalence of common names, these unique identifiers are necessary to establish 

whether a court record belongs to a specific applicant.  A search of an applicant’s name alone can produce hundreds or 

thousands of records unrelated to that individual and thereby severely hinder background checks.  Indeed, in the wake 

of the Hamrick decision last year, background check reports now take significantly longer to be completed and in some 

cases cannot be completed at all.  It is important to note that background checks start with the applicant’s consent and 

voluntarily provision of their own identifying information to initiate the screening process. 

 

In this economy, businesses have many openings to fill and likewise our applicants often need work right away.  It is vital 

that we restore the ability to review applicant records in a timely fashion. Without SB 1262, applicants are at risk of 

being denied access to work as well as other economic and social opportunities.   

 

For these reasons, we respectfully request your signature on Senate Bill 1262. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Steve McCarthy 

Vice President, Public Policy  

 

 

 


